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successfully sold and erected furnaces, stoves, and mantels,
and dealt in appliances for heating and lighting. Upon taking
up his residence in Washington Mr. Hutchinson almost
immediately became identified with the Church of the
Epiphany and engaged in its affairs and interests.”

“In carrying on the important and varied occupations to
which reference has been made, Mr. Hutchinson had acquired
a great knowledge and experience in respect of methods and
economics in the construction, equipment and maintenance
of buildings, and great skill in the organization and use of
labor. His energy, industry, and remarkable ingenuity and
resourcefulness, his business ability and established reputation
for efficiency and fair-dealing had created a business which
afforded him a large income. All these qualities and powers
and to a large extent his purse, all his thoughts, his strength and
his time he devoted henceforth to the Parish and to the Church,
to whom he was devotedly attached, and to the necessities of
his work and his business engagements.”

“In the enlargements, the improvements and the
beautification of the Parish Church that have been made since
1890, in the construction and equipment of the Parish house, in
the care of the old Church Home and the Lenthall Home, in the
construction and equipment of the new Church Home, in the
construction of the Epiphany Chapel and the Mission House,
in the making of repairs, and in respect of income and the
receipts and expenditures of Parish funds, his practical mind,
his technical knowledge, his zealous energy and his untiring
and constant industry and attention were of incalculable value
in accomplishing the great results that are now manifest.”

(This bio is excerpted from a vestry minute done when
Hutchinson died. Often a junior warden is responsible for
parish property maintenance. Hutchinson s business experience
was clearly useful. It comes as no surprise that Hutchinson
was appointed a member of the committee of five to plan the
parish house.)

ON THE RECORD
(a monthly column featuring excerpts from parish records
related to the idea, design, and construction of the parish
house)

The actual date Isabel Freeman and Margaret Buckingham
made the offer to rector Randolph McKim to finance the new
parish house is not recorded. The rector took the good news
to the vestry on January 30, as is noted in the excerpt from the
minutes that follow. As was their typical way of doing things,
the sisters requested their gift be anonymous. You’ll note in the
minutes they are simply referred to as “certain friends of the
Parish.” I guess it didn’t take much imagination to deduce who
in the parish gave $50,000. To put it in perspective, their gift
would be worth approximately $1,200,000 in today’s dollars.
By April, the ladies are mentioned by name in the vestry
minutes.

The parish house building committee was to be composed
of the rector and four men from the vestry. One of those

four was junior warden E.S. Hutchinson. The committee’s
first meeting would be in March 1910. It’s an interesting
observation of the time that the money for this endeavor was
totally supplied by women (Isabel Freeman and Margaret
Buckingham who gave the bulk of it; Kate Willard Boyd and
Emily Dunlop who endowed rooms) and the planning was
totally done by men. I guess we can take solace in the fact
that the vestry instructed the committee “to confer with the
donors.”

Vestry Minutes, January 30, 1910
“The Rector announced the proffer of a donation to the Parish
of a munificent sum to build a parish house, whereupon

On motion of Mr. Wilson it was resolved that the offer,
orally transmitted by the Rector, of certain friends of the
Parish to donate a sum of money for providing a parish house,
be accepted with the thanks of the vestry to the generous
donors and that a committee of five, including the Rector, be
appointed to consider the matter, to formulate tentative plans,
to confer with the donors and to report to the vestry.

The Rector, being ex officio a member, appointed the
following additional members of the committee — John Taylor
Arms, E.S. Hutchinson, Geo. Truesdell, & C.N. Osgood.”

CoMING SOON
(upcoming events in the year long Parish House Centennial
celebration)

Be sure to be at church on Sunday, January 10 as we begin

a year of celebration of the centennial of our parish house.
The Rt. Rev. John Bryson Chane, Bishop of Washington will
kick off the Parish House Centennial Celebration at the 11am
service by commissioning Isabel Freeman and Margaret
Buckingham (as portrayed by two of your fellow parishioners)
to tell the story throughout the year of the significance and
meaning of their munificent gift.

An Anchor to Downtown. Our first official event of the
year will be a special service on Sunday, February 14. This
is a holiday weekend (President’s Day), but well worth being
at church at 11am when we celebrate our parish house as an
anchor to downtown. Our guest speaker will be John E. (Chip)
Akridge, III. Chip is the founder and chairman of Akridge,

a full-service commercial real estate firm, headquartered in
downtown Washington.

A Center for Mission. On Sunday, March 14, Father
John Adams, president of SOME (So Others Might Eat) will
be our guest preacher as we celebrate our parish house as a
center for mission.

And that’s just the first two months of our celebration!
In addition to the guest speakers, each service will feature an
historical vignette that will set the stage for the theme of the
service and there will also be a chance to recognize special
guests that have been invited. You’ll want to be present for
every event as the story of our parish house unfolds.
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Winteris a season of long dark nights, a time when all seems still and dormant.
o g
PBut out of sight, hidden in the ground,
quiet growth is tai<ing P!ace.

”:gOu desire time for prayer
that is still and quict....... then come to

5 Winter Evenings of Frayer

Each evening
| isten to a teaching Practice a contemplative prayer Review the prayer

Your may attend any or all sessions

Wednesdags, 6:00 —~ 7:50pm
Willard Room, (Church of the Epiphamy

January 15 Januarg 20 Januarg 27
f:ebruarg Februarg 1O

]Fyou Plan to attend
email swalker@epiphanydc.org or call 202-347-26%5
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